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UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRATION 


ICE RAIDS 7-ELEVEN STORES 


Five shops in Los Angeles area are served with audit notices for hiring 
records as part of nationwide sweep, resulting in 21 arrests at 98 Caos a 


By Brenda Gazzar 
bgazzar@scng.com 
@bgazzar on Twitter 


Immigration agents descended 
on nearly 100 7-Eleven stores 
across the country Tuesday, in- 
cluding five in the Los Angeles 
area, serving employment au- 
dit notices and conducting inter- 


views to determine whether em- 
ployees there are eligible to work 
in the United States. 

In all of Southern California, 
four audit notices were served 
to 7-Eleven stores in the city 
of Los Angeles and one in Cul- 
ver City, said Lauren Mack, a 
spokeswoman for U.S. Immigra- 
tion and Customs Enforcement 


in San Diego. 

In Northern California, seven 
of the popular convenience stores 
were targeted with employment 
notices, according to James 
Schwab, an ICE spokesman in San 
Francisco. No arrests were made 
during the operation in Califor- 
nia. 
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U.S. 
Immigration 
and Customs 
Enforcement 
agents serve 
an employment 
audit notice 

at a 7-Eleven 
store 
Wednesday in 
Los Angeles. 
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ASSOCIATED PRESS 


SOCAL WEATHER 


NEW SNOWFALL STIRS 
EXCITEMENT ON SLOPES 


Mountain towns look forward to more visitors in season that’s had a slow start 


By Laylan Connelly 
Iconnelly@scng.com 
@ocbeaches on Twitter 


With word of new snow on 
the mountains, Laura Kless 
woke up at dawn Wednesday, 
dusted off her snowboarding 


skies,” she said after her first 
run at SnowSummit, noting 
there were few crowds. “There 
is absolutely no one in the lift 
lines so you can just continually 
run up and down the mountain, 
which is nice.” 

This winter season has got- 


gear and hit the winding road ten off to an especially slow 


up to Big Bear from Hunting- 
she wanted to be 


ton Beach — 


start on the slopes. But moun- 
tain towns are hoping the re- 


one of the first to get ataste of cent shot of snow will spur 


the slopes. 


Kless, a skier in high school 


more people like Kless to hit the 
lifts and give a needed boost to 


who used to ditch class after tourist-dependent businesses. 


fresh storms and picked up 


Kim Vodden, owner of Cin- 


snowboarding over the past namon’s Bakery in Wright- 


20 years, knows the best day to 
hit the mountain is right after 


a snowfall. 
“Its beautiful, 


bluebird 


wood, said her shop had yet 
to see an uptick in business as 
of Wednesday, but she’s hope- 
ful the new snow will prompt 


more people to visit the small 
town over the long Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. Day weekend. 

The latest storm only 
dropped about 4 inches of snow 
on Mountain High, but that’s 
more than any other storm this 
season. Usually, by November 
and December, a few storms 
have rolled through to add a 
nice base. 

Vodden said she hopes new 
visible snow on Mount Baldy 
will be a reminder to people at 
lower elevations that it’s still 
the snow season. 

“We got the snow so late,” she 
said. “It’s hard as a little busi- 
ness.” 

Thankfully, she said, locals 
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Above: Caltrans keeps 
Highway 18 clear during 
Tuesday’s snowstorm in 
Big Bear Valley. 
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“This is the first 
major snowfall 

of the season; 

we couldn’t have 
been happier with 
the timing with 
the long weekend 
ahead.” 


— Justin Kanton, spokesman for 
Big Bear Mountain Resort 


BEAUMONT CORRUPTION CASE 


Prosecutors argue against dropping charges 


Former city attorney, the 
final defendant, faces six 
counts of embezzlement 


By Richard K. De Atley 
rdeatley@scng.com 
@RKDeAtley on Twitter 


The final defendant in the 
Beaumont corruption case “ex: 
pressly and unmistakably” sur- 
rendered his right to a speedy 
preliminary hearing, and a claim 
that he was denied a chance to 
see the evidence against him is 


“Mt 


“clearly contrived,” prosecutors 
said Wednesday as they asked 
a judge to deny his motion for 
dismissal. 

Former Beaumont City Attor- 
ney Joseph Sandy Aklufi, who is 
charged with six counts of em- 
bezzlement, claimed in his dis- 
missal motion that he was 
wrongly denied his right to a 
preliminary hearing within 60 
days of his most recent arraign- 
ment. He also said prosecutors 
were slow to deliver the evidence 
they had gathered against him, 
a process known as discovery. 


Judge Mac R. Fisher will pre- 
side over a Jan. 17 hearing on the 
motion. 

The other six defendants en- 
tered pleas in October and De- 
cember, and five of them agreed 
to pay a total of $11.1 million in 
restitution to the Western Riv- 
erside Council of Governments. 
The defendants included the for- 
mer city manager, planning di- 
rector, economic development 
director, finance director, public 
works director and police chief. 

Most of those defendants had 
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www.homeshowconsultants.com 
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Former Beaumont City Attorney 
Joseph Aklufi has a hearing set 

for Wednesday for his motion to 
dismiss embezzlement charges. 


START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT AT 


THE 2018 RIVERSIDE 


HOME & GARDEN SHOW 


FREE ADMISSION 


PUBLIC HEALTH 


Health 
officials 


give stern 
flu warning 


Vaccinations and use 
of sick days urged 
amid spread of H3N2 


By Susan Abram 
sabram@scng.com 
@sabramLA on Twitter 


Stay home. Don’t go to work. 
Keep sick children out of school. 

That’s some of the stern ad- 
vice Los Angeles County health 
officials offered on Wednesday 
to people and their loved ones 
suffering from coughs, sneezes, 
aches and fevers as a result of the 
flu circulating at elevated levels 
throughout the region. Health of- 
ficials also continued to urge the 
public to get vaccinated. 

The advice came a day after a 
state epidemiologist told report- 
ers that this could be the worst in- 
fluenza season since 2009, when 
the H1N1 or swine flu pandemic 
killed 12,469 people nationwide. 

FLU » PAGE9 


Inside: Number of flu-related 
deaths across state rising. NEWS 12 


INSIDE 


Fans say firings don’t rock 
The Redlands-based KCAL 96.7 
FM has cut three of its most 
popular deejays: Stu, Tiffany and 
Jimbo. news 2 


Prominent Republican 
won't run for seat again 
Congressman Darrell Issa, who for 
years represented part of south- 
west Riverside County, won't seek 
re-election after nine terms. NEws7 


A 2017 gridiron report 
for the Trojans 

USC football won its first con- 
ference crown in years, but the 
season still ended in disappoint- 
ment. Where does the team go 
from here? sports1 
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